
Riders of the Storm 
Cropping and Resistance Forum  

The 2017 Northern Crop Protection Forum will highlight current 
pesticide resistance research. 

 
 

Session Chair:   Mr Peter Newman 
Format: 30 minute presentations + 10 minute question time 

$66 

Places 
are 

limited!Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
8.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Bunya Campus (old Dalby Ag College) Lecture Theatre  

CLICK HERE  
FOR TICKETS!

Sponsored drinks from 4:30, thanks to Nufarm 

http://www.ahri.uwa.edu.au/
https://payments.uwa.edu.au/SchoolofAgricultureEnvironment/createbooking?UDS_ACTION=S1I&UDS_ACTION_DATA=A72814EC-AFDB-4194-835F-B0444101A335


If the answer is yes, the inaugural Crop Protection Forum is an opportunity to 
learn about resistance and how to blunt its evolution.  

The Australian Herbicide Resistance Initiative (AHRI) is partnering with the Centre 
for Crop & Disease Management (CCDM) to deliver key messages from their latest 
research at this event to be held at Bunya Campus (old Dalby Ag College) Lecture 
Theatre on December 6th, 2017.  

An increasing occurrence of pests throughout our cropping system and subsequent 
resistance problems are threatening crop yields. Senior researchers from AHRI, 
CCDM, University of Queensland, DAF and more will provide insights into their 
research to control weeds, pests and disease, whilst also providing practical 
recommendations to maintain the efficacy of current practices.   

The forum will also be an opportunity for participants to discuss impending resistance 
problems and how to ensure that we secure agriculture against biological threats.

Are you interested in staying 
up to date with weeds, pests 

& disease research?&

http://www.ahri.uwa.edu.au/


Cropping and Resistance
Speaker bios 

(in order of appearance) 

Mr Peter Newman

Mr Richard Daniel

Mr Peter Newman is part of the AHRI communications team and has previously worked in 
the private industry as an agronomist and as a research officer for DAFWA. Peter joined 
AHRI in 2013 and is based in Geraldton, WA. Peter’s role involves taking AHRI research, as 
well as other information about managing herbicide-resistant weeds, and communicating it 
to the Australian grains industry.

Mr Paul McIntosh 

Mr Richard Daniel has been CEO of the Northern Grower Alliance for over 11 years, 
following a career as a Broadacre Extension Manager in Bayer CropScience. Richard is 
responsible for furthering knowledge in the northern agronomic region through leading the 
NGA to conduct applied research that prioritises the northern region grain grower needs

Dr Roberto Busi

Dr Roberto Busi is a Research Fellow in AHRI and conducts research on the evolutionary 
dynamics of herbicide resistance to discover and understand why and how weeds can 
evolve resistance so fast.  Over the past seven years, his research has focused on the 
impact of using low herbicide rates, and in a world first, established that persistent use of 
some pre-emergent herbicides at low rates can lead to rapid resistance evolution.

Mr Paul McIntosh is AHRI’s Northern region extension agronomist, weeds for both AHRI 
and for Pulse Australia. Paul is a highly experienced commercial agronomist who has been 
working in and around the broad-acre cropping industry in Queensland through a long and 
varied career.  Paul is now looking for opportunities to inform and engage growers and agros 
on the importance of crop and weed management to the profitability of the sector.

http://www.ahri.uwa.edu.au/


Dr Fran Lopez-Ruiz

Dr Bhagirath Singh Chauhan 

Dr Lars Kamphuis

Dr Bhagirath Singh Chauhan joined QAAFI as Principal Research Fellow in 2014.  He 
leads research on weed ecology and weed management in different crops, including wheat, 
maize, sorghum, mungbean, soybean, chickpea and cotton.   Dr Chauhan has studied the 
seed ecology of >50 weed species and he has experience in developing integrated weed 
management options based on agronomic approaches (row spacing, seeding rates, weed- 
competitive cultivars, etc.).  He has more than 10 years of research experience in 
conducting trials on the improved agronomy of new production systems and integrated 
weed management options in Australia and >10 Asian countries. 

Dr Lars Kamphuis is a Program Leader at the Centre for Crop and Disease Management, 
in a recently established joint-appointment between Curtin University and CSIRO. His 
current research focuses on discovering genetic resistance to sclerotinia stem rot of canola 
and pulses, and is passionate about broadening the genetic base of Australian chickpeas. 
 He is using traditional genetic mapping techniques to identify genes in canola and legumes 
that contribute to resistance to diseases these crops face.

Dr Fran Lopez-Ruiz
Mr Andrew Somervaille

Dr Fran Lopez-Ruiz has been studying fungicide resistance since 2002 and completed 
his PhD at University of Malaga (Spain) and The John Innes Centre (UK) in 2010. Since 
joining Curtin University in 2011, Fran has led the Fungicide Resistance Group within the 
Centre for Crop and Disease Management, which aims to understand how fungicide 
resistance develops and how to improve the management of fungicides to reduce the 
impact of diseases in the field. He currently tests fast, accurate and reliable technology to 
monitor fungicide resistance and prevent crop disease reaching epidemic levels.

Mr Andrew Somervaille is a practising agronomist with Jubilee Consulting. Having had a 
career with Monsanto, in 1998 Andrew established a contract research consultancy based 
in southern QLD involving evaluation of a wide variety of crop protection products, growth 
regulators, other growth stimulants and spray adjuvants.  In addition to providing contract 
evaluation services, Andrew provides product training, prepared training and extension 
materials and contributes to various publications related to the use of crop protection 
products.

http://www.ahri.uwa.edu.au/


Dr Lisa Bird

Dr Lee Hickey

Dr Chris O’Donnell 

Dr Fran Lopez-Ruiz

Dr Lee Hickey leads a research team at the Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and Food 
Innovation at University of Queensland.  Over the past nine years, Dr Hickey has played a 
pivotal role in developing ‘speed breeding’ the rapid generation advance technology for 
spring wheat to achieve an impressive six plant generations annually

Dr Chris O’Donnell is a Professor of Econometrics, specialising in spray application in the 
School of Agriculture and Food Sciences, University of Queensland. His research interests 
focus on mathematical programming and statistical methods for measuring and analysing 
productivity and efficiency change.

Dr Lisa Bird is an entomologist with NSW Department of Primary Industries based at the 
Tamworth Agricultural Institute. Lisa is the lead researcher in the Helicoverpa Insecticide 
Resistance Program specialising in monitoring and management of Helicoverpa resistance 
across a range of commodities in NSW and central and southern QLD. Lisa also leads 
research in quantitative genetic approaches for characterisation of mechanisms that confer 
resistance to key selective products used in elicoverpa control, the purpose of which is to 
understand the role of population genetics in resistance evolution which is a critical element 
in pre-emptive resistance management.

http://www.ahri.uwa.edu.au/

